
A SHORT
HISTORY OF
CYANOTYPES



 JOHN FREDERICK
WILLIAM HERSCHEL
THE MAN WHO INVENTED CYANOTYPES

 

Born: 1792
Died: 1871

mathematician, astronomer,

chemist, inventor

CREATED THE WORDS: PHOTOGRAPHY, 
NEGATIVE, POSITIVE AND SNAPSHOT

What was he doing? 

He was looking for a way to copy his

notes on astronomy!

Invented in 1839



ANNA ATKINS
THE FIRST PERSON TO ILLUSTRATE 

A BOOK WITH PHOTOS

Born: 1799
Died: 1871

botanist, Sciencetist,

photographer

POSSIBLY THE FIRST WOMAN TO
MAKE A PHOTOGRAPH!



First Book's Name?

Photographs of British

Algae: Cyanotype

Impressions
 

Published 1843



ANNA ATKIN'S CYANOTYPES



HOW TO MAKE A
CYANOTYPE

 STEP 1: COVER WATERCOLOR
PAPER WITH LIQUID
STEP 2: LET DRY
STEP 3: PUT OBJECTS ON TOP
OF PAPER
STEP 4: SUNLIGHT!
STEP 5: WASH PAPER
STEP 6: DRY PAPER



ARTISTS USING CYANOTYPES
 Wu Chi-Tsung 

From Taiwan
Born 1981

Lives and works in
Taiwan and Berlin

http://wuchitsung.com/


ARTISTS USING CYANOTYPES

 Ann Holsbury 
From USA

Lives and works in San
Francisco & Paris


